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THE ASCENT OF ENGLAND (1815-48)
Nature of the English Nineteenth Century. The English
nineteenth century, counting from the close of the Napoleonic
wars to the death of Queen Victoria, has about it two main
interests: the vast numerical expansion of Great Britain, and
the increasing hostility between the English and the Irish. The
former is universally apparent: it is as salient an historical fact
of the last hundred years as is the corresponding expansion of
the United States. The latter is much less easily perceived. Its
vital importance is masked by the diminution of Irish numbers
and wealth at home and the dispersion of a rapidly increasing
Irish people overseas, among nations in no one of which do they
form a determining element but in all of which—Britain itself,
Canada, the United States, Australasia—they only remain an
acclimatized minority. Nevertheless, the story of the nineteenth
century is not only a story of the expansion of Britain, but also
the story of a duel between England and Ireland, the quality of
which is only misunderstood by those who judge all things
numerically and who miss the effect of quality in human affairs.
There are in this period of over eighty-five full years—1815-
1901—two phases: the first, a preparatory one during which the
expansion begins and is organized, may be best called "The
Ascent of England"; the second, during which the fullness of
that expansion appears and the summit of England's greatness
is reached, may be called "The Climax."
They are divided one from another in the midst of the cen-
tury by the decisive episode of the Great Irish Famine.
Divisions of this Period. We are approaching, in the
lifetime after the battle of Waterloo, from the summer of 1815
to the end of the century, what is perhaps the most extraordinary
and exceptional episode in the story of any ancient and settled
nation. A people with a civilization behind them of nearly two
thousand years, retaining their old framework and the great mass
of their traditions (those of the last three centuries at least), pro-
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